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	Question:

Why does this Position Statement need to be developed?

Background information / Details related to the question:

Proposed Position Statement (or Suggestions for Position Statement):




Vermont Board of Nursing

Nursing Practice Committee
SAMPLE Request for Position Statement Development
	Question:   

May an RN or LPN perform dermatological laser therapy?
Why does this Position Statement need to be developed?  

To determine whether such a procedure is within the scope of practice of an RN or LPN.  If yes, what are the conditions?
Background information / Details related to the question:   

Nurses are being asked to perform laser therapy in local physician offices and it appears that there are position statements in other states in support of this procedure under certain conditions. However - the consensus seems to be that it is a medically delegated act and not within an RN’s scope of practice. Would like to have this clarified. Plus, would like to know the conditions under which procedure could be performed.

Proposed Position Statement (or Suggestions for Position Statement):  

RN’s may perform dermatological laser therapy if the following conditions are met: there are policies and procedures in place, appropriate education has been obtained, skill has been demonstrated and the therapy has been prescribed and delegated by a licensed physician.
References:

Baumann, L. (2002). Cosmetic Dermatology: Principles and Practice. New York: McGraw-Hill Companies

California State Board of Nursing Advisory Opinion delineating the RN’s role in performing LASER therapy

(Updated 2002).
Hill, M. J. (Ed.) (2003). Dermatology nursing essentials (2nd Ed.). Pittman, NJ: Author
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